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Alyssa
Satin

Capucilli

Celebrates 30 Years of Tail-Wagging Adventures

by Raven Howell

“For very young children, the physical book is often connected with a cozy lap
while being read to. That warm, pleasurable, and shared experience associated
with reading is one that | believe endures. How wonderful is that?!” exclaims

children’s author, Alyssa Satin Capucilli.
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Alyssa is best known for her award-winning, New York Times
bestselling Biscuit series. There are over 100 books in the series,
it’s available in a dozen languages, and it has sold more than
54 million copies worldwide. Additionally, she’s authored more
than 50 other books, including the Katy Duck series for kids
and Willow the White House Cat, which she co-authored with
former first lady, Dr. Jill Biden.

“I was always a storyteller,” Alyssa tells me. “T wrote endlessly
as a child and created shows and plays but never thought of
being a writer. I have a very strong memory of relating to a
character’s experience, and making it my own, vicariously of
course. When I had my own children, revisiting the literature I
loved as a child became a confluence of sorts that set the stage
for me to write. [ honestly never thought there would be ‘a
hundred books later’. I still pinch myself.”

Alyssa danced professionally in a modern dance company based
in New York City, and taught dance to enthusiasts prior to her
call to write. “Yes, I can dance!” she smiles. “Not quite as well as I
used to, of course. Groan! Creak! I danced professionally before I
turned to storytelling on the written page. I often choreograph a
story in my head before I reach for my notebook.”

Readers can happily anticipate several more Biscuit book
releases this year. “Indeed! As part of Biscuit’s 30th birthday
celebration, we have five new books releasing in 2026. May
Sth is publication day for Biscuit Rides the Ferry: The Bestselling
Puppy in a New Adventure for Beginner Readers. I hope readers
will climb aboard with Biscuit on this new adventure. Biscuit
joins his family on a ferry ride where there are countless new
experiences to explore from shore to sea. He not only meets
the captain and a pod of dolphins, but he befriends a little
seagull who is happy to be part of the action!”

“I went on a ferry ride with my grandchildren around the New
York City harbor,” she says, referring to the inspiration for the
new storyline. “From the first bellow of the horn to the friendly
commotion of people, gulls, and ducks, I thought to myself,
Biscuit would love this! There’s so much to see and explore and
Biscuit is one curious puppy!”

“Making new friends is an important component that’s a core
part of Biscuit’s world. Often it’s central to the storyline. When
I set the story on a ferry, the idea of forming a friendship

with the gull seemed not only organic to the setting but gave
Biscuit even more impetus to engage and explore the ferry as
he pursues the gull. I like the idea that we can make a friend
wherever we go.”
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As the author of dozens of beginner readers, Alyssa explains
the impact and importance of using repetitive words and
phrases in the text. “There are so many elements and strategies
that help support emergent readers; repetitive words and
phrases are key for building recognition and confidence. In
Biscuit books, the “woof, woof” refrain is on every page. It’s
easy to remember and fun to repeat even before children are
actually reading. Patterns and repetition also allow readers to
experiment with intonation.”

In Biscuit, the first book of the series, each page begins with:
Time for bed, Biscuit.
Woof, woof!”

“Think about how many ways you can repeat those two

phrases! Similarly in Biscuit Rides the Ferry, repetition is key. I
introduce the sound of the ferry’s horn: Toot, toot, the call of
the gull: Caw! caw! and along with Biscuit’s woof, woofs, these



words are all repeated throughout the story. Equally important
is that readers connect to the characters and a story with a
beginning, middle, and end. It moves readers forward from
page turn to page turn.”

“I do love that comfy/cozy feeling attributed to the books.

Of course, Biscuit’s warm and loving personality imbues that
familiarity. For young children, that gentle and reassuring world is
important to return to no matter what the theme or setting is.”

“When I began writing the series, I pretty much created
whatever story or theme [ wanted to. Some were new
experiences, such as visiting a farm or a big city. Others
focused on new emotions; what happens and how you feel
when a new baby joins the household. I often write from
personal experiences. More recently, [ offered my editors a list
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Are you ready, Biscuit?

We’re going to ride
the big ferry.

Woof, woof!

of ideas I'd like to develop. And sometimes my editors have a
personal wish list for Biscuit that I'm happy to dig in to!”

“Tinfuse humor, give the reader hope, give the reader the
opportunity to connect and relate to a character’s experience.
When the final page is closed, you want the reader to linger, to
want to read it again, to keep the character close to their heart,”
she says.

Alyssa says patience and flexibility are important for her
process. “Sometimes you have to wait for a story to come to
you. Sometimes you have to wait until there’s time in your life
to write that story! Sometimes you have to pivot from what
you were certain your story would be. Reading other authors’
work is always an inspiration. There is no end to the beautiful
work being published today and I try to read broadly.”
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The sea is filled with boats

and ships, Biscuit.

Woof, woof!

“For every Biscuit book, I concentrate on the fullness of the
story first and foremost, from beginning to middle to more
middle to end. I will usually have a minimum of 25 revisions

to make sure every page is illustratable, and to ensure the text
is rich in sight words, decodable words, and interesting words!
[ write and revise longhand, pen to paper. One of my most
important revision tools is to read my story aloud repeatedly to
hear the sound, flow, and rhythm of the words. I also want to
make sure it is fun to read!”

“I try to give Pat (Pat Schories, the illustrator) plenty of
room for her own creative vision. One of the best examples
of this is the little girl character. The first Biscuit book was
inspired by my own daughter, but since there was no note in
the manuscript, Pat happened to draw a little girl character
as Biscuit’s owner. It’s part of why that character was never
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Quack, quack!
And lots of ducks, too.
Woof!

named. My original intention was that whoever cared for
Biscuit could be any child, any puppy lover. Working together
for so many years, [ know Pat likes to approach the story

with minimal notes. I will never say a character has to look a
particular way beyond a simple adjective. We do share a vision
of Biscuit’s world as gentle, uncluttered, and unhurried. I think
this comes through in both words and illustration. I like to
surprise Pat with new story ideas, and I am always surprised
and delighted when I first see illustrations.”

“Readers, educators, and parents have been so generous in
sharing their experiences and connections to Biscuit with me.
It’s humbling. Most of the letters I receive say that reading with
Biscuit is fun. Yay! I love that. Learn to read; learn to love to
read,” says Alyssa.



The lineup for new Biscuit books in 2026 includes Biscuit Rides
the Ferry, Biscuit: 5 Puppy Tales (a bind-up), Biscuit’s Pet & Play
Hanukkah (Touch and Feel Book), Hello, Biscuit (board book),
and an [ Can Read Biscuit’s Day in the Woods.

“I absolutely love the Biscuit: 5 Puppy Tales bind-up. I love the
continuity it offers, and I love that my friends can use their
favorite bookmark!” Alyssa says effusively. “Most Biscuit books
are published in both hardcover and paperback. The audio
component is awesome also. Not only is listening to a story and
using your imagination to create images so important, but I do
remember my own children reading a physical book while listening
to the audio. It's another way to support fluid reading. Especially
nowadays, audio allows us to take our favorite stories on the go.
Kathleen McInerney has narrated a number of the Biscuit stories,
although I haven’t had the chance to listen to this one just yet! It is
definitely on my personal wish list to narrate my own books.”

“When the final page is
closed, you want the reader

to linger, to want to read it
again, to keep the character
close to their heart.”

“Biscuit’s Pet & Play Hanukkah is an introduction to the
holiday and its traditions. The next I Can Read is interesting
because HarperCollins is introducing a new phonics-based
series. Biscuit’s Day in the Woods is an adventure in which
the little girl and her dad spend the day together on a long
hike through the woods. Of course, Biscuit will make a lot of
discoveries of his own!”

“I feel incredibly fortunate to work at something that I not only
love, but that’s been intrinsic to me ever since [ was a young
child.” Alyssa tells me she likes taking long walks with her own
pup and writes every day. “It’s become a bit busier now with
school/library visits, conferences, and book festivals which are
all enjoyable!”

“I think knowing that Biscuit has helped so many people learn
to read has to be the most rewarding and truly unexpected
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FIVE BOOKS IN ONE!

by ALYSSA SATIN CAPUCILLI
illustrated by PAT SCHORIES

part of my writer’s journey. I'd like to think I can still surprise
myself with what may be ahead. Reading has long sustained
my imagination as I shared in favorite character’s triumphs
and tribulations, albeit vicariously.” Then with a last thought,
Alyssa adds, “If readers can find the same connection in my
stories, it’s very meaningful to me.”

When Alyssa is not working on her next bestseller, gardening,
cooking, or spending time with her family, you may catch her
at a book event. Those include a birthday celebration for Biscuit
at the iconic Books of Wonder in NYC, and a number of other
bookstore appearances, including the Chappaqua Children’s
Book Festival in the fall.

For more information about Alyssa and Biscuit, visit
alyssasatincapucilli.com.
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